
№09603.10.2022 - 10.10.2022

Week 97

Since 2014 libyaobserver.ly

1

Libya and Turkey sign MoU in energy and gas
The Libyan Government of National Unity (GNU) has signed 
two memoranda of understanding (MoU) in energy and gas 
cooperation with Turkey. The signing of the MoUs was done by 
Foreign Ministers and Economy and Trade Ministers of Libya 
and Turkey.
The Libyan FM Najla Al-Mangoush said in a joint press confer-
ence with her Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu that the 
MoU was in the best interest of both countries and would help 
all efforts the global gas and energy crisis.
“The MoU needs registration with the UN. When activated, it 
would be executed. We haven’t discussed this today because a 
technical part wasn’t reviewed.” Al-Mangoush said.
The Minister of Economy and Trade Mohammed Al-Huweij 
signed the MoU on behalf of Oil and Gas Minister Mohammed 

Oun, who is abroad on a mission.
“We have agreed with the Turkish side to rally international 
support for a shortened roadmap for holding elections in Lib-
ya. We need first to end the differences regarding the constitu-
tional basis.” Al-Mangoush remarked.
Meanwhile, Cavusoglu said Ankara encourages trade exchang-
es with Libya using local currencies and the exchange between 
the two countries is expected to increase to 4 billion dollars, 
adding that the trade agreement with Libya guarantees the 
rights of the two countries in the Mediterranean and that the 
MoU in military and security cooperation is vital for Libya’s sta-
bility as is the maritime MoU, which ensures joint interests. He 
also said Ankara is preparing to open its consulate in Benghazi.

Politics

The MoU Libya signed with Turkey aims to 
enhance bilateral relations between Tripoli 
and Ankara, Prime Minister Abdul Hamid 
Dbeibah said, emphasizing the mutual in-
terests to develop the exploration of land 
and marine resources of both countries.
In an address to the nation broadcasted 
by the Hakomitna platform, the PM went 
through the articles of the Libyan-Turkish 
MoU one by one.
“The first article aims to strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation between the two parties 
in the scientific, technical, legal, and com-
mercial area,” Dbeibah said, explaining that 
the agreement allows the exchange of in-
formation and experiences by the national 
laws and regulations of both countries.
The second article identifies the areas of 
cooperation such as projects and resources 
related to hydrocarbon resources, produc-
tion and trade of oil, gas, petrochemicals, 
and refined petroleum products.
He said that Libya guarantees that the Na-
tional Oil Corporation will invite the Turkey 
TPI company and its affiliates for discussion 
in areas of exploration and production.
“The NOC will conclude the necessary 
agreements with Turkish companies to 
achieve petroleum operations, including 
exploration, inventory, and production in 

the onshore and offshore fields in which 
the two sides opt to work.”
He also stressed that it is important for 
both sides to promote service companies 
in the energy field, support seismic re-
search vessels to explore carbohydrates, 
and develop oil and gas pipeline systems 
as a framework for a joint project to en-
courage cooperation between the Libyan 
and Turkish institutions.
The third article, which relates to invest-
ment, provides for strengthening public 
and private partnerships, establishing joint 
projects, and maintaining the confidential-
ity of the cooperation outcomes.
“The memorandum of understanding, 
which has a period of three years, may be 
amended at any time with the jointly writ-
ten consent of the two parties, and its ter-
mination requires three months’ notice,” 
the PM noted.
On Monday, Libya signed with Turkey a 
series of economic and maritime agree-
ments, including a potential energy explo-
ration in maritime areas.
The deal received some dissenting views 
mainly from local parties that have political 
leanings toward the Egyptian and the UAE 
agenda.

Energy deal with 
Turkey will benefit 
both nations, 
PM says

Politics
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Libya’s Grand Mufti sheik Sadeq Elgheryani on 
Wednesday hailed the MoU the Government 
of National Unity signed with Turkey to acti-
vate the maritime border deal struck between 
the two countries in 2019.
Libya and Turkey on Monday inked a series of 
economic and maritime agreements during 
a visit to Tripoli by a high-level Turkish dele-
gation headed by Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu.
The deal was lashed out by several regional 
and international parties.
“When Haftar shelled Tripoli with artillery, 
we found no one to stand with us except our 

brotherly country Turkey, sheik Elgheryani 
noted, underscoring that in bilateral agree-
ments, the government should give priority 
to Turkey ahead of the UAE and France.
The Mufti indicated that only the Zionist and 
those working in line with their project de-
nounced the agreement with Turkey.
“Why does America denounce the Liby-
an-Turkish agreement?” sheik Elgeryani asked, 
insisting that the US should be officially in-
formed that Libya is an independent country 
and not one of the US states, so the Libyans 
are the ones to decide its fate.

Sheik Elgheryani hails MoU with Ankara, says 
Turkey was there for Libya in times of need

Politics

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu says the memoran-
dum of understanding signed with Libya is an agreement be-
tween two sovereign countries, asking other counties to ‘own 
their own business.’
Libya and Turkey on Monday signed a series of preliminary 
agreements concerning cooperation in energy exploration in 
maritime areas and the field of media and communication.
“The new accords were between two sovereign countries – it’s 
win-win for both, and third countries do not have the right to 
interfere,” Çavuşoğlu told reporters at a joint press conference 
with his Libyan counterpart Najla Al-Manqoush.
He reiterated his country’s continued support for Libya and 
the national reconciliation efforts supervised by the Presiden-
tial Council, stressing that “solutions to the Libyan crisis come 
through dialogue.”
Addressing the elections in Libya, the top Turkish diplomat said 
the electoral process should be decided by Libyans, as he called 
for a roadmap in this regard.
“Elections must be held transparently, fairly, and democratical-
ly. Election results must be embraced by all parties in the coun-
try, it is highly important not only for the national unity but also 
for political stability, and Turkey attaches great importance to 
this.”

Çavuşoğlu: 
MoU with Libya 
was between two 
sovereign countries

Politics

The Speaker of the House of Representatives (HoR) Aqila Saleh 
rejected the signing of any agreements or MoUs by the Gov-
ernment of National Unity (GNU) headed by Abdul Hamid 
Dbeibah, saying any signed agreements would not be abiding 
for the state of Libya.
The Libyan Government of National Unity (GNU) has signed 
two memoranda of understanding (MoU) in energy and gas 
cooperation with Turkey. The signing of the MoUs was done 
by Foreign Ministers and Economy and Trade Ministers of Libya 
and Turkey.
The spokesman for the HoR, Abdullah Blehiq, said in a state-
ment on Monday that any agreement, treaty or memorandum 
of understanding that is signed by the head of the “expired 
government of national unity” is rejected and illegal, given the 
legal end of the mandate of Dbeibah’s government and the 
fact that all decisions since the end of its mandate on 24 De-
cember 2021 are null and void.
“Signing treaties and agreements is made by the head of state 
or the parliament. So, any agreements should be signed with 
the legitimate government that is given confidence by the 
HoR.” The statement said, referring to Fathi Bashagha’s govern-
ment.

HoR Speaker: 
Any agreement 
signed by 
Dbeibah’s 
government 
is illegal

Politics
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Libya said Wednesday it was exempted from OPEC+ decision to 
cut oil production by 2 million barrels per day (bpd).
The Ministry of Oil and Gas said this decision came after a meet-
ing with OPEC+ (members and non-members) in the organiza-
tion’s headquarters in Vienna, Austria.
Oil and Gas Minister Mohammed Oun attended the meeting 
on video conference. The meeting resulted in the 2 million bpd 
cut’s decision and it would be shared as per an OPEC outlined 
schedule starting next November.
Libya is now producing 1.2 million bpd as per the latest data 
published by the National Oil Corporation (NOC). OPEC has pre-
viously exempted Libya from production cuts due to its ongo-
ing crisis.

Libya 
exempted from 
OPEC+ oil production cuts

Economy 

The Governor of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL), Al-Siddiq 
Al-Kabir, has met with the Ambassador of Spain to Libya, Javi-
er Garcia-Larrache, to discuss the difficulties facing Spanish 
companies to resume their business in Libya and many issues 
of common interest.
The meeting was attended by the Deputy Head of the Span-
ish diplomatic mission, Alvaro Bordallo and the Spanish Con-
sul, Carmen Carnes, according to the CBL media office.
“Good meeting with the Governor of the Central Bank”, the 
Spanish embassy tweeted without giving any further details.

CBL Governor discusses 
resuming work of Spanish 
companies in Libya

Economy 

OPEC increased its production in September on news of the recov-
ery of Libya’s oil outputs, while the Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries pledged to scale up their production too.
According to Bloomberg, OPEC has grown its production to 29.89 
million barrels a day, meaning an increase of 230 thousand barrels, 
with about half of the gains coming from Libya.
OPEC member states and allies are meeting next Wednesday in Ge-
neva to discuss reducing production by around one million barrels 
per day. The meeting will be the first in-person gathering for the 
group since 2020 due to the Corona pandemic.
Libya managed to boost its oil production following an agreement 
between the Government of National Unity and some tribal groups 
in the eastern region in July 2022 that led to the reopening of major 
oil fields and ports after being closed in April of the same year.
The National Oil Corporation is seeking to increase Libya’s produc-
tion to two million barrels per day, according to a statement by its 
chairman Farhat bin Qadara.

Libyan oil production pushes 
OPEC supplies up in September

Economy 

Member of the Presidential Council, Musa Al-Koni, has praised 
Qatar’s supportive stances for Libya, stressing the continuation 
of work to develop cooperation relations between the two 
countries.
This came during his meeting with Qatari Ambassador to Lib-
ya, Khaled Al-Dosari, during which they reviewed bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries.
Al-Koni praised the efforts of the State of Qatar and its prepa-
rations to host the 2022 FIFA World Cup, to be held next No-
vember.
For his part, the Qatari ambassador affirmed his country’s sup-
port for Libya to achieve stability, preserve the country’s terri-
torial integrity, and reach the elections.

Qatar confirms 
support for Libya to 
reach elections

Economy 
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Libya’s Central Bank denies adjusting 
exchange rate of the dinarEconomy 

The Central Bank of Libya (CBL) issued a 
statement on Monday denying adjust-
ing the exchange rate of the Libyan di-
nar, stressing the continuation of work 
at the current exchange rate that was 
established under Board Resolution No. 
(01) of 2020.
The Board of Directors of the CBL (par-
allel branch) in Al-Bayda announced 
earlier on Monday the adjournment of 
the Libyan dinar’s exchange rate in a 
decision (No. 08) dated September 22 
so that one US dollar became worth 

4.26 dinars, compared to the CBL (in 
Tripoli) rate of 5 dinars. The statement 
said the new rate will be in effect start-
ing October 16.
The two different actions of the CBL 
and its parallel branch in the east is om-
inous of the return of division that has 
been characterizing the CBL for years 
and led to the east-based CBL’s printing 
of banknotes in Russia, sending the Lib-
yan dinar at the time into a record low 
and drying up banks’ liquidity.

GNU releases financial report for 
first nine months of 2022
Public financial revenues for this year 
until September 30 amounted to 
79,356,220,000 dinars, a report of the 
Finance Ministry of the Government of 
National Unity revealed on Friday.
According to the ministry’s data, public 
spending amounted to 70,87,356,000; 
46% of the budget went to salaries 
alone, with a total of 32,698,241,000 
dinars.
Total oil revenues amounted to 77.1 
billion dinars, sovereign income stood 
at 1.34 billion dinars, while the account 
balances for previous years amounted 

to 834,000,000 dinars.
Oil sales registered 56 billion dinars, be-
sides 20 billion dinars of oil taxes and 
royalties.
The ministry indicated that govern-
ment public spending exceeded 70 bil-
lion dinars. About 15 billion dinars were 
allocated for subsidies, seven billion for 
running expenses, and more than 400 
million dinars for development pro-
jects, in addition to 15 billion dinars for 
exceptional financial arrangements for 
the National Oil Corporation.

Economy minister: MoU with Turkey 
opens up prospects for investment
Minister of Economy and Trade Mo-
hamed Al-Hawij has lauded the MoU 
signed with Turkey in the oil and gas 
sector, assuring that it serves the inter-
ests of Libya.
Al-Hawij contradicted claims by some 
social media accounts that the deal in-
cludes the relinquishment of territorial 
waters in favor of Turkey, insisting that 
no government dares to take such de-
cisions.
The minister urged all parties to shield 
overseas investment and cooperation 
from political maneuvers, highlighting 
that the Libyan-Turkish investment ties 
are not new.

“The MoU will not harm the Libyans and 
aims to invest and exploit the interna-
tional situation and the urgent need for 
energy after the Russian-Ukrainian war 
that erupted in late February,” Minister 
Al-Hawij said in a televised statement, 
underlining that Turkish companies will 
now invest in Libya, just like America 
and Egypt.
According to Al-Hawij, the memoran-
dum could be canceled within three 
months, and also, any agreement needs 
legislative procedures, which must pass 
through the House of Representatives 
for approval.

Economy 

Economy 
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On the new 
agreement with Turkey 

Reactions to the recent Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed between 
the Government of National Unity (GNU) 
and the Turkish government on invest-
ment in oil and gas varied, based on the 
preconceived political positions. While, 
the new MoU was supported by those 
pro-government, HoR Speaker, Agila 
Saleh rushed to snub it and not to recog-
nize it, as expected considering the es-
calatory stances and measures taken by 
Saleh against the Dbeibah government. 
Almost the same position was announced 
by the Prime Minister of the parallel gov-
ernment, Fathi Bashagha. In between the 
two antagonistic positions, confusion cast 
a shadow over the majority of observers 
and activists. 
Without going into the controversy with-
in the circles of political polarization, this 
agreement is an MoU that does not rise 
up to the level of an official agreement 
legally ratified by parliaments, as its pro-
visions provide both parties with room for 
its cancellation, provided that the other 
party is informed as such before a specific 
period of time, prior to the cancellation, 
and since the new MoU is an extension of 
the maritime border memorandum of the 
former economic zone, concluded by the 
Sarraj and Turkish governments. The same 
previous controversy will resurface again, 
and will consolidate the same previous 
positions. 
At the political level, the agreement 
strengthens the Turkish position in the 
Mediterranean vis-à-vis Greece, Cyprus, 
France and Egypt, and confirms that Tur-
key has decisively made up its mind on its 
position on the Libyan conflict in favour of 
the Dbeibah government, providing the 
latter with more power in the face of the 

Pashagha government. 
As for the biggest loser in this rapproche-
ment between the GNU and Turkey, it is 
Haftar’s camp, because Turkey’s strength-
ening of its presence in the Libyan crisis, 
through this agreement and indeed, pre-
vious agreements, and the push for more 
military cooperation with the Libya’s west, 
will end all hopes and prospects for Haftar 
to extend his authority and influence over 
the capital. Moreover, global energy crisis 
will also prevent him from resorting again 
to shutting oil fields and preventing its ex-
port. 
The political repercussions of the agree-
ment will deepen the state of division, 
and will restore the intensity of the polari-
zation that has recently receded.
 As the positions of the local parties to the 
conflict are known in advance, so are the 
regional and international positions. The 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry announced its 
commitment to its previous position that 
“The GNU has expired and does not have 
the powers to conclude MoUs and Inter-
national agreements.” 
The Greek Foreign Ministry adopted the 
same position, and a statement issued by 
the European Union considered the new 
MoU “It came on the basis of the MoU 
signed in 2019, and our position on it has 
not changed as it violates the sovereignty 
of a third country.” The statement, how-
ever, retracted saying “there is a need for 
more clarifications about its content.”
 Recent developments of the crisis, with 
a group of Cyrenaica members of HoR 
offering the option of returning to the 
federal system and the Kingdom’s consti-
tution before it is amended, the Speak-
er’s insistence on his commitment to the 
parallel government, and finally the new 

MoU between the GNU and the Turkish 
government, which precedes the arrival 
of the new UN envoy Abdullaye Batiliy, 
will serve as new hurdles in the path of his 
core mission, that is to restore the interna-
tional initiative by facilitating rapproche-
ment between the rivals of the crisis, in 
order to address the political impasse, and 
lay the foundations for consensus on the 
elections in preparations for conducting 
them. 
At the economic level, the agreement 
doubles the joint investment opportuni-
ties between Libya and Turkey, enhances 
the economic partnership, and opportu-
nities to increase oil and gas production. 
However, the immediate results will be 
limited. Unless the state of conflict over 
the shares of all countries bordering the 
Eastern Mediterranean Economic Zone is 
addressed. There will be no real progress 
in exploration and production operations 
achieving rates proportional to what has 
been hoped. 
It also reveals the enormity of the en-
ergy crisis in Europe due to the war in 
Ukraine. The recent visit of the British 
Royal battleship to Tripoli indicates Brit-
ish interest in Libya as a country with oil 
and gas reserves, and it could be one of 
the alternative options for Russian oil and 
gas, prompting Turkey to rush to back the 
previous memorandum of understanding 
with the new one, to reaffirm its presence 
and influence in the face of Britain and 
other European countries.

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed 
in this article are those of the writer, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Libya Observer

Opinions 

By Abdullah Alkabir, 
a Libyan political writer and commentator
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The representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) in Libya, 
Elizabeth Hof, has confirmed the organization’s priority to provide 
medicines and medical supplies to support emergency health servic-
es in Libya, reiterating the its commitment to supporting the efforts 
of the Ministry of Health.

This came during her meeting with the Acting Minister of Health, 
Ramadan Abu Janah, where they discussed ways to enhance joint 
cooperation in the health field, according to the media center of the 
Government of National Unity.

Both sides discussed setting up a mechanism for cooperation regard-
ing strengthening the health response and providing medicines and 
vaccinations in the fastest possible way.

WHO: 
Our priority is to support 
emergency health services in 
Libya with medical supplies

Health 
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The Egyptian ambassador to Libya, Tamer Mostafa, accompa-
nied by Consul General, Ahmed El-Mekkawi, inaugurated on 
Sunday the office of EgyptAir in Tripoli, after a hiatus of more 
than eight years.
On the occasion, a ceremony was held and attended by the 
director of the EgyptAir, the director of the Dekheila company, 
the agent of the company in Libya, and the director of the Lib-
yan company for handling and ground services.
EgyptAir pays attention to Libya, especially with the presence 
of many Egyptians residing and working in the Libyan territo-
ries, as well as with the aim of promoting trade and economic 
exchange between the two countries.

EgyptAir opens its 
office in Tripoli after 
eight years of hiatus

Travel

The first edition of the Libyan Triathlon Championship kicked 
off at the Libyan Iron and Steel Co. resort in Misrata on Friday, 
with the participation of 70 athletes representing nine clubs 
from various regions.
The tournament comes within the framework of the compa-
ny’s support for sports activities and its commitment to social 
responsibility, a statement by the Iron and Steel Co. said.
The event, organized in cooperation with the Libyan Triathlon 
Federation, featured broad participation of heads of public 
sports federations on its opening day, besides extensive me-
dia coverage.
It is noteworthy that triathlon is a modern sport in Libya. Tri-
athletes are being described as “iron men” as they have to 
compete for the fastest overall completion time, in swimming, 
cycling, and running over various distances.

Triathlon Championship 
kicks off in Misrata

Sports

Media sources reported on Tuesday that the Libyan Football 
Federation (LFF) set October 19,  for the start of the Libyan 
Football League in its 47th edition, instead of the previous 
date that was scheduled, which is October 5.
Setting the new date came after the meeting of the President 
of the LFF, Abdul Hakim Al-Shalmani with the Director of the 
Competitions Organizing Committee, Suleiman Al-Shahoumi.
Al-Shahoumi also set October 12 as the date for holding the 
quarter-finals of the Libya Cup competition, with the excep-
tion of (Al-AlKhdar) team and (Al-Ahly Tripoli) team because of 
their participations  in the African competitions.
So far, no clarification has been issued by the media office of 
the LFF, while the same sources confirmed the approval of the 
LFF for the gradual return of the fans to the stadiums by 3000 
fans per match.

LFF sets new date for the 
start of Libyan League

Sports

The African Nations Championship (CHAN) 2023 draw in Alge-
ria put Libya, Mozambique, Ethiopia and Algeria - the host - in 
Group A, Uganda, Ivory Coast, Senegal, and Democratic Re-
public of Congo in Group B, and Morocco, Sudan, Madagascar 
and Ghana in Group C.
The draw on Saturday also put Mali, Angola, and Mauritania in 
Group D, and Cameroon, Congo, and Niger in Group E.
CHAN will be held in its seventh edition in Algeria between 
January 13 and February 04, 2023.
16 teams will take part in the championship with players from 
local leagues.
Libya won the third edition of CHAN in 2014 in South Africa 
after beating Ghana on penalties.

Libya placed in Group A 
of CHAN 2023 with Algeria

Sports
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